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if this is not done the fair inference is that the contract will be let to the lowest bidder. In some instances, when the work is done under state or city auspices, the law may require that the contract shall be let to the lowest bidder if let at all. In this case the advertisement should state that "the right is reserved to reject all bids/' since if parties should not choose to let the work to the lowest bidder their only recourse would be to reject all the bids and advertise the work again. If the parties letting the work are not bound by this legal requirement, and if they have reserved the right "to reject any or all bids" in the advertisement, then they are at liberty to let the work to any of the bidders without subjecting themselves to a charge of unfairness. It must be admitted, however, that if the work is not let to the lowest bidder, the parties letting the work subject themselves to invidious criticism, and they should have very good and satisfactory reasons which they are willing to produce in defense of their action, in order to clear themselves from blame before the various parties interested in the letting of the work.
62. Illustrative Examples. The following advertisements have been selected from the current journals as fairly embodying in suitable form the requirements as above stated. The student should note the terse and condensed style of these advertisements in which the greatest possible amount of valuable and required information is given clearly but in the least possible space:
CELINA, OHIO, WATER-WORKS—NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS.—Sealed proposals will be received by the trustees of the water-works of the village of Celina, Ohio, up to 8 o'clock p. M. of the loth day of April, 1895, for furnishing the materials and constructing a system of water-works for said village.
There will be required about 773 tons of cast iron pipe; about 18 tons of special castings; 101 fire hydrants; 76 valves and boxes; brick pumping station and chimney; 2 pumps of a combined capacity of two million gallons per day; 2 boilers; a steel stand-pipe 16 feet in diameter and 125 feet high, etc.

